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St. Francis Says . . . 
“They are spouses, brothers and mothers of our 
Lord Jesus Christ [cf. Mt 12:50].  We are 
spouses when the faithful soul is joined to Jesus 
Christ by the Holy Spirit.  We are brothers when 
we do the will of his Father who is in heaven [cf. 
Mt 12:50].  We are mothers when we carry Him 
in our heart and body [cf. 1 Cor. 6:20] through 
love and a pure and sincere conscience; we give 
birth to Him through His holy manner of working, 
which should shine before others as an example 
[cf. Mt 5:16]. 
-- Second Version of the Letter to All the Faithful 
 
Fraternity Schedule 
 
NOVEMBER 
1 – OFS WEEKEND RETREAT, FRH All Saints 
22 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL Christ the King 
        Prayer – Mary Ann Cancelled 
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 25) – Peter 
26 - THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
DECEMBER 
3 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH  
8 – IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
10 –ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH  
13 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer – Wendy Cancelled 
          Social Gathering 
          Please bring hors d’oeuvres to share  
17 – ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30-3:00pm, FRH 
25 – CHRISTMAS 
 
YEAR 2021 
JANUARY MEETING – Jan 17 
FEBRUARY MEETING – Feb 21 
MARCH MEETING – Mar 21 
APRIL MEETING – Apr 18 
MAY MEETING – May 16  
JUNE MEETING – Jun 20 
JULY MEETING – Jul 18 
AUGUST MEETING – Aug 15  
SEPTEMBER MEETING – Sep 19 
OCTOBER MEETING – Oct 17 
NOVEMBER MEETING – Nov 21 
DECEMBER MEETING – Dec 21 
 

 

Franciscan of the Month              
November 4 is the feast day of Saint Charles 
Borromeo (1538-1584) a church leader and 
reformer who became a Secular Franciscan 
early in life and later served as Cardinal 
Protector of the Franciscans.  At age twenty-five 
he became the pope’s Secretary of State and 
later was appointed Bishop of Milan.  As Bishop, 
he implemented reforms of the Council of Trent 
despite much opposition and even an 
assassination attempt. 
Charles retained his simplicity and charity 
despite his high positions, ministering to the sick 
in Milan during the epidemic of 1576.  He died at 
the age of forty-six and was canonized in 1610. 
 
Mission Statement 
We strive to make present in our life the charism 
of St. Francis within our family, fraternity, 
community, and in the life and mission of the 
Church, through a life of renewal and growth in 
the Spirit.  At fraternity gatherings, we foster an 
active participation of each member in the life of 
the fraternity to experience community by: a 
deep personal and communal knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus and one another through prayer, the 
sharing of insights and ways of applying the 
gospel life to our everyday                         
experiences, through on-going formation, and 
our faith sharing, as well as through our monthly 
newsletter and many ministries.  
 
Take the Long View  
during November, one in which the temperature 
steadily sags lower.  It’s easy to think gloomy 
thoughts as winter sets in, but we all know by 
now how rapidly the seasons pass.  Since 
outdoors in less inviting, this is a good time to 
pray and reflect in a favorite indoor location in 
our house or a nearby church.  When, reflecting, 
think about the many gifts granted to us -- then 
the weather will fade as a concern. 
                                          Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 



 
 

        
 
         

Five professed members, two in formation and Fr. Jim Van Dorn gathered for our October 
fraternity meeting. Wendy Parks led opening prayer based on The Lord’s Prayer reflection by Fr. 
Ronald Rolheiser. It challenged us to contemplate what God’s Kingdom come to earth might 
look like and to act. 
For ongoing formation, Steve Schier led a lively discussion on using scripture in prayer through 
Lectio Divina, a way of reflecting on the readings. Wendy brought up “Visio Divina,” reflecting on 
images as a basis for prayer. Steve shared that for him, a small men’s group scripture study has 
been valuable. He recommended the use of a daily guide, such as Magnificat or Give Us This 
Day, for the daily scriptures from the Mass.  
 
Council members will resume calling fraternity members after our November meeting in order to 
stay in touch with them. Steve will send out an email signup list for fraternity meeting duties in 
2021. We will not meet in December and will consider conducting future meetings via Zoom, if 
necessary. 
 
The November meeting has now been cancelled as well due to the Covid 19 spike in cases. We 
will use chapter 25 of To Live as Francis Lived, "A Method of Praying" for ongoing formation at 
our next meeting.  
 

 

Here is the first part of the prayer we prayed at our meeting: 

Our Father … who always stands with the weak, the powerless, the poor, the abandoned, the 
sick, the aged, the very young, the unborn, and those who, by victim of circumstance, bear the 
heat of the day. 

Who art in heaven … where everything will be reversed, where the first will be last and the last 
will be first, but where all will be well and every manner of being will be well. 

Hallowed be thy name … may we always acknowledge your holiness, respecting that your 
ways are not our ways, your standards are not our standards. May the reverence we give your 
name pull us out of the narcissism, selfishness, and paranoia that prevents us from seeing the 
pain of our neighbor. 

Your kingdom come … help us to create a world where, beyond our own needs and hurts, we 
will do justice, love tenderly, and walk humbly with you and each other. 

Your will be done … open our freedom to let you in so that the complete mutuality that 
characterizes your life might flow through our veins and thus the life that we help generate may 
radiate your equal love for all and your special love for the poor. 

On earth as in heaven … may the work of our hands, the temples and structures we build in 
this world, reflect the temple and the structure of your glory so that the joy, graciousness, 
tenderness, and justice of heaven will show forth within all of our structures on earth. 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

                                                                                             Mary Higgins, secretary 


